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People's coping strategies on extreme climatic variations lie on their understanding about the phenomenon. This perception is constructed through the many climatic events that these people have experienced. In this connection, it is believed that intervention measures to mitigate the impact of droughts, in this particular study, should be in conjunction with the people's perception on the phenomenon. Past studies on the impact of climate change such as prediction models used for storm-prone areas, the simulation on the global fossil resource markets and climate change, and the agricultural models were focused on the development of simulations models to design and implement climate-change based scenarios adaptive strategies (Bauer et al., 2013) . Furthermore, policy studies on specific climatic events e.g. multivariate analysis for integrated drought assessment (Rajsekhar et al., 2015) and ecological response monitoring (Aldrich and Meyer, 2015; Creutzig et al., 2016) were strongly and aggressively pursued to understand the adaptive responses of communities. Most of these studies emphasized the design and production of technologies to mitigate the impact of natural disasters.
In the design of mitigating technologies, engineering solution is just one part of the equation. The other part is the adaptive behavior of people against the insurmountable impact of nature. However, in the face of intractable natural disasters, such as droughts and floods, communities, even with the absence of these engineering solutions, were able to adapt to certain conditions (Lei et al., 2014) and develop survival strategies. According to Ifejika and Scholz (2013) the better way to learn survival strategies from natural disasters is learning from people practicing them. In this context, exploring people's adaptive schemes become an initial step towards the development of mitigation plans that could minimize losses attributable to climate change.
PHENOMENOLOGY AS PARTICIPATORY TOOL IN DROUGHT ASSESSMENT
Known as the study on the nature and meaning of things, phenomenology lies its roots from hermeneutic analysis through the interpretation of texts for core meanings. With the advancement of this method, it focuses on concepts, events, and lived experiences of humans. Studies using this approach aim to acquire an "an intimate awareness and deep understanding of how humans experience something" (Saldana, 2011) . In this respect, the predictions on the occurrences of behavior given the sets of stimuli and conditions, and the measurement of the strengths of the associations between variables are beyond the concerns of phenomenology. Rather, phenomenology seeks to understand people's perceptions and experiences of something. To carry out this objective, in-depth, personal, and singular interviews coupled with other forms of gathering information are essential in the phenomenological processes.
Several studies were conducted around the theme of understanding human experiences. These studies were mostly found on the health-care sectors where varied techniques and approaches were utilized in these studies. For instance, to get the meaning of healing from men who have experienced childhood maltreatment, verbatim data were used in the analysis and in the identification of themes to capture the meaning of a phenomenon (Willis et al., 2015) . The significant contribution of this study especially to the field of nursing and health care was the recognition on the multidimensional nature of childhood maltreatment and experiences.
Intimate partner violence (IPV) has been another subject explored by researchers and scholars using the phenomenological approach. Studies on IPV have revolved around numerous factors of IPV, such as, but not limited to tradition, culture, aspects of health and socioeconomic status of IPV victims. However, the focus of the study, according to Sylaska and Edwards (2014) was centered much on the reports of victims as disclosed to their informal supports. Understanding the experiences and perspectives of IPV victims and their support structure are crucial in the development and successful implementation of IPV intervention programming.
Phenomenology fits within the context of participation theory. With the lived experiences as the subject matter of any phenomenological studies, these lived experiences can be utilized in the design and implementation of intervention programs and activities. Furthermore, these lived experiences are concrete manifestations of people's responses to the different engagements they have as members of their community. Hence, with the aim of the participatory approach, the goal of the participation theory is the inclusion of the stakeholders' perception, ideals, and goals into the program, thereby considering them as partners of development efforts. These perceptions, ideals, and goals form part of the lived experiences or life-world of the stakeholders (Honer and Hitzler, 2015) . For the stakeholders, their life-worlds are concrete, real, and tangible, and anything not apprehended as a life-world is a fiction and therefore incomprehensible. Within this conceptual paradigm, phenomenology is a participatory tool.
EXPERIENCE AND LOCAL KNOWLEDGE
Human knowledge is primarily experiential and these experiences are stored in language and are revived during narration. In the act of narration, the experiences are shared, and the shared experience becomes knowledge and is transmitted across generation. The argument that nothing comes to the mind unless it passes through the senses only proves that experience becomes an essential requisite of knowing, and this pragmatic requirement is an essential foundation of local knowledge. Thus local knowledge is experiential. 
THE PROJECT
The data used in this paper were taken from the project "Social Capital of Rice/Corn Farmers and their Perspectives and Responses on the 2016 Drought". Twenty-eight (28) interview and focus group discussion transcripts and a desk-based review on literature discussing the El Nino phenomenon were used in the analysis. Aside from assessing the direct impact of the 2016 drought on the lives of the small rice/corn farmers (R/CF) in the different municipalities in the province of Cebu, the project also documented the coping strategies of the R/CF and the utilization of their social capital in the access of the services of both the provincial and local government.
Data collection was conducted for a period of eight (8) months focusing on the selected heavily affected communities within the province. Visits to communities were made with the help of key informants and if it was required, the researcher spent few days in the community.
Analyses of the PDs were facilitated by Atlas.ti8, a qualitative data analysis software. The analysis began by loading the PDs to a text cloud generator to get the visual view on the textual prominence. Coding of texts of the PDs followed afterwards of which through the code manager routine, the relationships between codes were later established. This procedure was also applied to the memos used in the analysis.
For reporting purposes in this article, all statements were translated to English. However, some of the terms were left in the vernacular.
People's Perception About the 2016 Drought
People's perceptions about the 2016 drought were represented in the terms such as water, climate, change, warming, heat, and temperature with water as the central topic. This representation indicated that the drought that hit the province attributed to climate variability with its effect on the water supply and temperature. As stressed by a respondent: "This is the worst dry season I have experienced in my whole life. I used to work in the farm until 9:00 in the morning, and be back at 4:00 in the afternoon. But this has changed. I should rest my carabao earlier.
Furthermore, the heat of the sun is hardly bearable" (1:1).
Locally, people referred to this phenomenon as huwaw which is popularly characterized as "having intense heat", "dry spell", and "scarcity of water supply". In an official report by a government agency tasked to monitor the weather condition of the province, the 2016 drought reached 38 º -39 º Celsius which was much higher compared to the 2010 drought event. Usually, the province used to have an average of 50mm of rain during summer, but for 2016, it had only 4mm of rain.
Interviews with respondents proved the realities of huwaw. Huwaw caused extreme water scarcity, high temperature in the localities, and agricultural failure. The provincial government has reported crop failures and declared a state of calamity compelling the provincial government to insure the farmers' crops and livestock with the premium to be paid by the provincial government. As reported during the FGD sessions: 
Nature's-Way-of-Getting-Even Perception
"Nature retaliates and man is helpless against the forces of nature" (2:15). Expressed in the term gaba -a belief that something will befall on someone if something is desecrated or abused --huwaw is gaba, a form of punishment, because of "man's irresponsible use of nature's resources" (20:1-2). Being a gaba, humans are helpless against it for gaba is an inherent consequent of the subsequent actions -the exploitation of natural resources -made by humans. state of calamity, and allot funds for the rehabilitation of agricultural crops and livestock, households with deep wells were requested to share water not only to meet human demands but also for agriculture and livestock concerns. Water, which is a vital commodity during crisis, is a commodity that cannot be easily shared. During the occurrence of drought, some deep wells run-out of water. Storing of water in jars and other containers by the deep well owners was usually done overnight. For the neighborhoods, water storing was done during the day time especially early morning.
In some cases, some respondents narrated that they took temporary residency in their relatives' places not severely hit by the drought. In this situation, informants recounted: 
CONCLUDING REMARKS
People's coping strategies which were grounded on their perceptions about the 2016 drought formed through their varied experiences only proved that the utilization of such knowledge was a viable tool in the development of mitigation programs to enhance the "adaptive capacities to natural uncertainties" of people. In the development of any mitigation strategies therefore, the inclusion of the target community as well as maintaining close consultation with them in the design and implementation of mitigation programs ensures people's cooperation in the implementation of the different activities.
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